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If we ever have a thirty-hour week we
shall be face to face with adult education
on an enormous scale. This aspect of education is the one about which we know
least, yet it is a responsibility of the educational profession.
The state and local governments have
failed to maintain our present inadequate
educational system. The Federal government took four years to do something about
it. Now it is helping students go to college
to keep them off the labor market. It is
financing research to help the white-collar
worker. It is bearing almost the whole burden of school support in seven states. The
great expansion and diversification of educational opportunity that is now coming
cannot be carried through by the local authorities. The nation as a whole must recognize that education is a national responsibility.
This means a change in our historic attitude toward education, and a change long
overdue. The Federal government must
undertake to equalize educational opportunity among the states. It must grant at last
that education is one of the fundamental interests and activities of the American
people. If we may assume that the Cabinet
represents those interests and activities,
then education should have a place there.
The archaic ideas and the antiquated machinery of the past will not answer the educational demands of the future.
—Robert M. Hutchins
LATIN REQUIREMENT ABOLISHED
Sweet Briar College, by a series of curriculum changes just announced, has joined
the group of institutions of higher learning
which no longer require Latin for the securing of a baccalaureate degree—but with
the proviso that students who do not take
Latin or Greek in college must take courses
in classical civilization.
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There are 158 teachers colleges in our
country. Of this number, 13 may be found
in Pennsylvania, 10 in Wisconsin, and 10
in Massachusetts. New York also leads in
number of normal schools, while California,
Texas, and Iowa report more junior colleges than any of the other states. Most
of the Negro colleges and universities may
be found in Texas, North Carolina, Georgia,
and South Caolina.

THE READING TABLE
Profitable Company in Literature and Science.
By John McLaren McBryde. New York:
American Book Company. 1934. 370 pp. $2.00.
I have long thought to write some review
of this unique book. Profitable Company,
and it has lain just at hand for this purpose; but every time I have taken it up it
has set me to reading instead of writing-—
to dipping into it again here and there, or
else reverting to other books to renew familiar friendships of the past or to make new
acquaintances among those whom Dr. McBryde has here introduced to us. At last
the volume is laid aside with the full purpose of returning to it and its suggested
readings many times in the future.
The title is fitly chosen from Carlyle's
remark: "Great men, taken up in any way,
are profitable company." And Dr. McBryde has indeed taken them up in many
ways—chiefly in their own ways, letting
each scientist or literary man speak for himself. The result is a rare blend of the scientific and the poetic, much needed if we are
to attain to clear thinking without sacrifice
of warm feeling, if we are to do away with
the "misunderstanding and cross purposes"
which have too long existed between lovers
of literatue and the explorers of science.
As a text for college students, inexpensive but rich, Profitable Company would
prove most inspiring—at every turn challenging to individual thought and firing the
mind to further reading and investigation
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and wholesomely luring on, away from
"futilitarianism," to a closer acquaintance
with these truly great men and women "who
have thought deeply on life and its problems" and have found both sweetness and
light.
Dr. McBryde quotes William James's
conception of the purpose of a college education: "To help us to know a good man
when we see him."
We realize the wealth of study and research behind this book—distilled into clearness through the mind and personality of
the author. Better still, we feel that much
reading and thought are to result from it.
The introductions and conclusions to the
five divisions of the volume, the notes, and
the thought-provoking questions whet the
appetite for more; and the full bibliographies show where this may be found.
The first division deals with autobiography: selections from Coleridge, DeQuincey, Mark Twain, Huxley, Mill, Pupin,
Hudson. Then come fifty pages from the
journals and diaries of Pepys, Woolman,
Scott, and Emerson, followed by a number
of familiar letters from Lamb, Keats, Dickens, Franklin, and Irving. The fourth section is devoted to biography—from Plutarch
and Plato down to Bradford and Strachey.
The topic of Part Five, the last of the book,
"for which the first was made," is called
Literature and Science. It is here that the
author's real conviction and purpose come
out in their strength—namely, that poetry
as well as biology needs "the seeing eye,"
and that science should not be cold, but full
of wonder. Among the readings in the
closing section are John Burroughs's What
the Poet Can Do for Science, Tyndall's
The Need of Imagination in Science, Sir J.
Arthur Thomson's The Sense of Wonder
and the Scientific Mood, with a score of
others.
The book ends with Dr. Osier's words:
"To keep his mind sweet, the modern
scientific man should be saturated with the
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Bible and Plato, with Shakespeare and Milton; to see life through their eyes may enable him to strike a balance between the
rational and the emotional, which is the
most serious difficulty of the intellectual
life."
Elizabeth P. Cleveland
Exploring the World of Science. By Lake,
Harley and Welton. New York: Silver, Burdett and Company, 1934. 692 pp. $1.76.
It is probable that in no field has the
quality of textbooks registered a more pronounced improvement during the past few
years than in the field of general science.
This improvement can be attributed in part
to the greater experience of the authors in
teaching and administering general science
courses in our public schools, and in part
to the excellent studies that have been made
by various organizations as to the desirable
content and organization of subject matter
in such courses. The availability of better
texts in this field should be a matter of
special interest to teachers in Virginia
schools since, under the new curriculum,
many teachers with little science training
are forced to deal with a variety of science
problems. Such teachers will find these
books valuable for their compact and
authoritative treatment of the more familiar
aspects of many science fields.
Because of the experience of its authors
as school administrators, science teachers,
and science teacher supervisors, and because of the selection and organization of
material—the influence of the Thirty-first
Yearbook is obvious-—Exploring the World
of Science deserves a place as one of the
newer and better texts in this field. Illustrations and diagrams are numeous, wellchosen, and well-executed. Many experiments requiring a minimum of special
equipment, well-chosen questions, and upto-date bibliographies are features of each
of the sixteen units of organization that
will add to the value of the book as a text
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or as a reference for either student or
teacher use.
C. E. N.
Personal Hygiene Applied. By Jesse Feiring
Williams. Fifth Edition. Philadelphia: W. B.
Saunders Company. 1934, 529 pp. $2.25.
A standard textbook in American colleges
for twelve years, the present edition has
been thoroughly revised by the author. The
revision has dealt especially with subjects
on which growth in scientific information
has been rapid during the past few years.
The chapter discussing science and attitudes
has been rewritten and examples of unscientific method have been eliminated; the
chapter on nutrition has been revised to include the latest information on vitamins and
minerals; in fact, all chapters show the
effect of recent developments.
There are new illustrations and charts,
and old charts have been brought up to date.
R. F. W.
Virginia Oratory, Edited by William Royall
Sraithey and Calvin Hall Phippins, Charlottesville, Va.: Historical Publishing Company, Inc.
1934. 306 pp.
These seventy-two selections, most of
them less than 2,500 words long, although
assembled primarily for use in high school
competitions as conducted under the auspices of the Virginia Literary and Athletic
League, offer a wide range of topics representing through famous public utterances a
galaxy of native-born Virginians.
The
book is well documented, and each orator is
briefly identified; the orations are grouped
by historical periods.
Good Manners. By Beth Bailey McLean. Chicago: U. of Chicago Press. 1934. 128 pp. 72c.
This book contains accurate information
concerning problems confronting high
school children, and is written on their
level; it is addressed to both boys and girls;
and it is not expensive. It will make a
good reference book for clubs or home economics departments.
F. H.
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NEWS OF THE COLLEGE
Frances Wells, of Suffolk, was elected
president of the student body in student
elections held Tuesday, February 5. She
succeeds Henrietta Manson, of Lottsburg,
and will take office at the beginning of the
spring quarter to serve for three consecutive quarters.
Elizabeth Thweatt, of Petersburg, was
chosen president of Y. W. C. A., and Sylvia
Kamsky, of Richmond, will head the Athletic Association. Virginia Cox, of Woodlawn, and Evelyn Pugh, Edom, will edit
the Breeze and Schoolma'am, respectively.
"The Green Pastures," renowned Pulitzer
prize comedy, was shown to an appreciative
audience in Wilson Hall Saturday, February 16. This Marc Connelly classic, retaining its original cast except for three
roles in which substitution has been necessary by death, is in its fifth successive season. The cast, headed by Richard E. Harrison as "de Lawd" went from Harrisonburg to Baltimore, then back to New York
for another engagement.
Scoring victories over both Blackstone
and Westhampton, the H. T. C. basketball
team opened the season with a bang February 8. The score of the Blackstone game
was 35-27 in Harrisonbug's favor.
The
score of the Westhampton-Harrisonburg
game was 26-11, Harrisonburg being the
winner. The line-up for both games was:
E. Pittman, D. MacDonald, J. Courier, M.
Reagan, A. Fultz, H. Irby, M. Mackesy, A.
Kellam.
Harrisonburg's basketball varsity met
Farmville's sextet in a delayed game on
Harrisonburg's floor, February IS, scoring
its third consecutive victory of the season,
30-14.
Evelyn Pugh, of Edom, and Catherine
Cartee, Hagerstown, Md., have been appointed assistant editors of the 1934-35
Schoolma'am by Ruth Shular, of East Stone
Gap, editor.
Four members have been accepted into

